
RECEIVE $10,000 PER 
YEAR TO STUDY BARREN-
GROUND CARIBOU & THEIR 
HABITAT
Applications for the GARMA Scholarship 
open on October 9 and close November 
15, 2026.  Applications are managed by the 
Association of Canadian Universities for 
Northern Studies (ACUNS). See FAQ inside.

QUESTIONS? INFO@ARCTIC-CARIBOU.COM

APPLICATION 
WINDOW

OCTOBER 9 - NOVEMBER 15, 2026

APPLY ONLINE AT
ARCTIC-CARIBOU.COM/EDUCATION

ABOUT THE AWARD

Established in 1988, the award supports 
post-secondary students whose research 
advances the conservation, management, 
and stewardship of barren-ground 
caribou and their habitat in Canada.

It is designed to help fill knowledge gaps 
for the Beverly and Qamanirjuaq caribou 
herds and their habitat, to connect 
academic research with on-the-ground 
caribou management, and to build strong 
relationships between researchers, 
northern and Indigenous communities, 
and the Board.

Receive $10,000 per year for up 
to two years to study barren-
ground caribou and their range.

TO LEARN MORE AND APPLY, VISIT
ARCTIC-CARIBOU.COM/EDUCATION
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FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

Full-time students at a recognized 
Canadian university or college, 
normally at the Master’s or PhD level, 
whose research contributes to barren-
ground caribou conservation and 
management in Canada. Exceptional 
undergraduate, internship, northern 
trainee proposals or postdoctoral 
researchers conducting relevant 
research may also be considered.

IS PREFERENCE GIVEN TO ANY 
APPLICANTS?

Yes. Preference may be given to 
students from communities within the 
Beverly and Qamanirjuaq caribou range, 
to research focused on these herds 
and their habitat, and to projects with 
meaningful community engagement 
such as research shaped by community 
priorities, involving local knowledge 
holders or community researchers, or 
sharing findings in ways communities 
can use.

HOW CAN THE FUNDING BE 
USED?

Funding should primarily be used to 
supplement stipend or salary support. 
Other uses can be considered (e.g. 
travel, community engagement, etc.).

WHAT IS EXPECTED OF 
RECIPIENTS?

Recipients are expected to present their 
research plan to the Board, provide 
updates as requested, present final 
results at a BQCMB meeting (virtually 
or in person), and share a short plain-
language summary of your research. 

WHEN AND HOW CAN I APPLY?

Applications for the GARMA Scholarship 
open on October 9, 2026, and close 
November 15, 2026.  

TO LEARN MORE AND APPLY, VISIT

ARCTIC-CARIBOU.COM/EDUCATION

HOW ARE APPLICATIONS 
ASSESSED?

ACUNS screens applications, then a 
BQCMB Scholarship Committee reviews 
them, and the Board makes the final 
decision. Criteria include alignment 
with Board priorities, sound methods 
(Indigenous, land-based, community-
led and/or Western science), feasibility, 
ethical community engagement, potential 
impact on management, and openness to 
Board mentorship.

HOW MUCH IS THE AWARD 
WORTH?

$10,000 per year. Recipients who 
meet all requirements may have the 
award extended for a second year.

WHAT ARE THE BOARD’S 
RESEARCH PRIORITIES?

Applications must show how the 
work addresses one or more of 
the Board’s priority research 
areas:

	✦ POPULATION MONITORING 
AND HERD DYNAMICS

	✦ CARIBOU HEALTH

	✦ HABITAT PROTECTION AND 
LAND-USE PRESSURES

	✦ INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE 
INTEGRATION

	✦ CLIMATE AND CUMULATIVE 
EFFECTS

	✦ HARVEST MANAGEMENT

	✦ COMMUNITY-BASED 
MONITORING AND 
STEWARDSHIP

WHAT DOES THE BOARD 
OFFER BEYOND FUNDING?

	✦ MENTORSHIP AND 
NETWORKING

	✦ HELP CONNECTING WITH 
COMMUNITIES

	✦ DATA ACCESS WHERE 
APPROPRIATE

	✦ LOGISTICS SUPPORT

	✦ POTENTIAL BOARD LIAISON 
OR PARTICIPATION ON AN 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE WHERE 
APPROPRIATE
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