
Backgrounder  
1. The	  BQCMB’s	  position	  on	  protecting	  barren-‐ground	  caribou	  calving	  

grounds	  and	  post-‐calving	  areas	  	  

2. Supporting	  comments	  

3. About	  the	  BQCMB	  

	  

1.	  The	  BQCMB’s	  position	  on	  protecting	  barren-‐ground	  caribou	  calving	  grounds	  and	  post-‐calving	  areas	  	  

Barren-‐ground	  caribou	  migrate	  to	  calving	  grounds	  where	  they	  gather	  to	  have	  their	  calves	  each	  June.	  The	  
importance	  of	  these	  calving	  grounds	  is	  widely	  recognized.	  	  

The	  Board	  is	  not	  against	  development.	  Its	  position	  is	  that	  no	  mining	  exploration	  or	  development	  should	  
be	  permitted	  in	  caribou	  calving	  and	  post-‐calving	  areas.	  	  

The	  BQCMB	  has	  held	  this	  position	  for	  many	  years,	  formally	  calling	  for	  protection	  of	  these	  important	  
areas	  in	  a	  position	  paper	  that	  was	  distributed	  widely	  in	  2004.	  This	  and	  related	  recommendations	  were	  
repeated	  many	  times	  over	  the	  past	  decade	  in	  BQCMB	  submissions	  to	  Nunavut’s	  regulatory	  board	  
(Nunavut	  Impact	  Review	  Board,	  NIRB)	  and	  land	  use	  planning	  agency	  (Nunavut	  Planning	  Commission,	  
NPC)	  as	  well	  as	  to	  permit	  issuers	  (federal	  government	  and	  Kivalliq	  Inuit	  Association,	  KIA).	  	  A	  few	  key	  
examples	  are	  provided	  below.	  

• BQCMB	  Position	  Paper	  (2004),	  “Protecting	  Calving	  Grounds,	  Post-‐Calving	  Areas	  and	  Other	  
Important	  Habitats	  for	  Beverly	  and	  Qamanirjuaq	  Caribou:	  	  

o “The	  traditional	  calving	  grounds	  and	  post-‐calving	  areas	  of	  these	  two	  caribou	  herds	  should	  be	  
provided	  with	  long-‐term	  legislated	  protection	  that	  prohibits	  any	  type	  of	  activity	  that	  would	  
cause	  serious	  or	  irreversible	  negative	  effects	  to	  caribou	  or	  habitat.”	  	  

• Recommendations	  from	  BQCMB	  Caribou	  Workshop	  (February,	  2010)	  	  
o The	  first	  of	  five	  primary	  recommendations	  resulting	  from	  the	  workshop,	  which	  was	  attended	  by	  

75	  community	  participants	  from	  across	  the	  caribou	  ranges	  and	  caribou	  experts	  from	  across	  
Canada,	  was	  that	  “Governments	  and	  others	  should	  protect	  areas	  that	  are	  very	  important	  to	  
caribou,	  starting	  with	  the	  calving	  grounds.”	  
	  

• BQCMB	  Management	  Plan	  for	  2013-‐2022	  
o The	  10-‐year	  Plan	  outlines	  13	  land	  use	  management	  actions	  for	  protecting	  caribou	  and	  key	  

habitats,	  including:	  “no	  new	  exploration	  or	  development	  activities	  should	  be	  allowed	  on	  calving	  
and	  post-‐calving	  areas”.	  
	  

• BQCMB	  Recommendations	  to	  the	  Nunavut	  Planning	  Commission	  (NPC)	  on	  Draft	  Nunavut	  Land	  Use	  
Plan	  (February,	  2014) 
o “NPC	  should	  develop	  land	  use	  designations	  that	  protect	  caribou	  calving	  areas,	  post-‐calving	  

areas,	  and	  water	  crossings	  from	  negative	  effects	  of	  commercial	  land	  use	  activities.”	  



o “NPC	  should	  develop	  a	  land	  use	  designation	  that	  prohibits	  any	  new	  exploration	  and	  
development	  in	  calving	  and	  post-‐calving	  areas	  and	  limits	  allowed	  land	  uses	  to	  traditional	  uses,	  
tourism	  and	  research.	  No	  new	  infrastructure	  related	  to	  commercial	  development,	  including	  
roads,	  airstrips,	  exploration	  camp	  buildings	  or	  tourism	  lodges	  should	  be	  allowed	  in	  calving	  and	  
post-‐calving	  areas.”	  

	  

2.	  Supporting	  comments	  from	  other	  parties	  
	  
Communities,	  biologists,	  managers	  and	  researchers	  from	  across	  the	  North	  agree	  that	  caribou	  calving	  
and	  post-‐calving	  areas	  need	  to	  be	  protected.	  	  
• Excerpts	  from	  2007	  NWT	  Barren-‐ground	  Caribou	  Summit	  Report,	  Government	  of	  the	  NWT:	  	  
	  

o At	  this	  conference,	  out	  of	  63	  issues	  identified	  by	  the	  delegates,	  only	  three	  garnered	  over	  100	  
votes	  each.	  The	  first	  priority,	  with	  131	  votes,	  was:	  “Protect	  the	  calving	  grounds	  in	  the	  NWT	  and	  
Nunavut.”	  	  

	  
o The	  first	  priority	  for	  immediate	  action	  was:	  “Meet	  with	  Nunavut	  to	  begin	  discussions	  about	  

protection	  calving	  grounds.”	  	  
	  
• Recent	  letters	  and	  resolutions	  from	  numerous	  organizations	  from	  across	  the	  Beverly	  and	  

Qamanirjuaq	  caribou	  ranges	  and	  beyond	  have	  called	  for	  protection	  of	  caribou	  calving	  and	  post-‐
calving	  areas,	  including	  submissions	  directly	  to	  the	  Nunavut	  Planning	  Commission	  (NPC),	  Nunavut	  
Impact	  Review	  Board	  (NIRB)	  and	  Kivalliq	  Wildlife	  Board	  (KWB):	  	  

o Arviat	  HTO	  (Letter	  to	  NIRB,	  January	  2012)	  
o Chesterfield	  Inlet	  HTO	  	  (Letter	  to	  NIRB,	  February	  2013)	  
o Whale	  Cove	  HTO	  (Letter	  to	  Anconia,	  February	  2013)	  
o Qikiqtaaluk	  Wildlife	  Board	  (Letter	  to	  KWB,	  March	  2013)	  	  
o Kitikmeot	  Regional	  Wildlife	  Board	  (Letter	  to	  KWB,	  May	  2013)	  
o Kivalliq	  Wildlife	  Board	  (AGM	  resolution,	  October	  2013)	  
o Baker	  Lake	  HTO	  (Letter	  to	  NPC,	  October	  2013)	  	  
o Repulse	  Bay	  HTO	  (Letter	  to	  Baker	  Lake	  HTO,	  November	  2013)	  	  
o Athabasca	  Denesuline	  Negotiation	  Team	  (letter	  to	  NPC,	  December	  2013)	  
o Lutsel	  K’e	  Dene	  First	  Nation	  (letter	  to	  NPC,	  January	  2014)	  
o Fort	  Smith	  Metis	  Council	  	  (letter	  to	  NPC,	  February	  2014)	  
o World	  Wildlife	  Fund	  Canada	  (letter	  to	  NPC,	  February	  2014)	  
o Mining	  Watch	  Canada	  (letter	  to	  NPC,	  April	  2014)	  
o Nunavut	  Wildlife	  Management	  Board	  (letter	  to	  NPC,	  May	  2014)	  
o Northlands	  Denesuline	  First	  Nations	  (letter	  to	  NPC,	  May	  2014)	  
o Sayisi	  Dene	  First	  Nation	  (letter	  to	  NPC,	  May	  2014)	  
o Government	  of	  Nunavut	  (letter	  to	  NPC,	  May	  2014)	  
o Ahiak	  Area	  Comanagement	  Committee	  (for	  the	  Ahiak	  Queen	  Maud	  Gulf	  Migratory	  Bird	  

Sanctuary)	  (letter	  to	  NPC,	  June	  2014)	  



	  

1. 	  About	  the	  BQCMB	  	  

Established	  in	  1982,	  the	  BQCMB	  is	  a	  co-‐management	  board	  of	  Aboriginal	  hunters,	  and	  government	  
biologists	  and	  wildlife	  managers.	  As	  an	  advisory	  board,	  it	  works	  with	  governments,	  communities,	  
industry	  and	  other	  organizations	  to	  develop	  recommendations	  for	  the	  conservation	  and	  management	  of	  
the	  Beverly	  and	  Qamanirjuaq	  caribou	  herds	  and	  their	  ranges.	  	  

The	  BQCMB’s	  mission	  is	  to	  ensure	  the	  long-‐term	  conservation	  of	  the	  Beverly	  and	  Qamanirjuaq	  caribou	  
herds	  for	  Aboriginal	  communities	  who	  wish	  to	  maintain	  a	  lifestyle	  that	  includes	  the	  use	  of	  caribou,	  as	  
well	  as	  for	  all	  Canadians	  and	  people	  of	  other	  nations.	  The	  Board	  works	  primarily	  in	  the	  interest	  of	  
traditional	  caribou	  users	  and	  their	  descendents,	  based	  on	  a	  co-‐operative	  partnership	  that	  has	  developed	  
between	  governments	  and	  communities	  over	  30	  years.	  	  

The	  2013-‐2022	  Caribou	  Management	  Plan	  aims	  to	  help	  the	  caribou	  by:	  
	  

• Conserving	  the	  Beverly	  and	  Qamanirjuaq	  caribou	  herds	  in	  cooperation	  with	  others.	  
• Strengthening	  support	  for	  caribou	  conservation.	  
• Increasing	  knowledge	  of	  barren-‐ground	  caribou.	  
• Conducting	  long-‐term	  monitoring	  of	  caribou	  populations.	  
• Monitoring	  the	  harvest	  of	  caribou.	  
• Conserving	  the	  herds	  within	  their	  natural	  range	  of	  abundance.	  
• Ensuring	  there	  is	  enough	  high	  quality	  habitat	  for	  caribou.	  
• Striving	  for	  the	  wise	  use	  of	  caribou.	  
• Influencing	  commercial	  land	  use	  to	  protect	  the	  herds	  and	  their	  habitats.	  

	  The	  Board’s	  chairperson	  is	  Earl	  Evans	  of	  the	  Northwest	  Territory	  Metis	  Nation	  in	  Ft.	  Smith,	  Northwest	  
Territories.	  The	  vice-‐chairs	  are	  Daryll	  Hedman	  (VC	  Operations),	  Regional	  Wildlife	  Manager	  with	  
Manitoba	  Conservation	  and	  Water	  Stewardship	  in	  Thompson,	  Manitoba	  and	  Tim	  Trottier	  (VC	  
Administration),	  Wildlife	  Ecologist	  -‐	  Shield	  Region	  with	  Saskatchewan	  Ministry	  of	  Environment	  in	  La	  
Ronge,	  Saskatchewan.	  The	  Board’s	  Executive	  Director	  is	  Ross	  Thompson	  of	  Stonewall,	  Manitoba.	  	  

The	  Board’s	  core	  funding	  comes	  from	  the	  governments	  of	  Manitoba,	  Nunavut,	  the	  NWT,	  Saskatchewan	  
and	  Canada,	  the	  five	  governments	  that	  signed	  the	  2012-‐2022	  inter-‐jurisdictional	  management	  
agreement	  for	  the	  BQCMB.	  	  

The	  13-‐member	  BQCMB	  consists	  of	  eight	  members	  representing	  communities	  on	  the	  caribou	  ranges	  in	  
Saskatchewan,	  Manitoba,	  NWT	  and	  Nunavut;	  one	  government	  member	  from	  each	  of	  these	  four	  
jurisdictions;	  and	  one	  member	  from	  the	  federal	  government.	  	  

To	  learn	  more	  about	  the	  BQCMB,	  the	  caribou	  herds,	  human	  activities	  on	  the	  caribou	  ranges	  and	  other	  
issues,	  explore	  the	  BQCMB’s	  website	  for	  maps,	  reports,	  the	  newsletter	  Caribou	  News	  in	  Brief	  and	  much	  
more:	  www.arctic-‐caribou.com,	  or	  contact:	  	  

Ross	  Thompson	  
BQCMB	  Executive	  Director	  	  
Phone:	  (204)	  467-‐2438	  	  
E-‐mail:	  rossthompson@mymts.net	  	  


